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MLA Style Guide to Non-Print Resources 
Prepared by the University of Mary Washington Library Staff 

 
The following examples illustrate how references to online books, web sites, articles from 
databases, and other electronic documents appear in a list of works cited.  This guide is not 
comprehensive; researchers should also consult the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research 
Papers (6th edition).  The MLA Handbook is essential for understanding the citations' various 
elements, which may include title, author or editor, information about the electronic publication 
(such as date and sponsoring organization), URL, library, and date of access. 
 
The "Library Help" section of the University of Mary Washington Library's home page 
(http://www.library.umw.edu) includes a link to web resources that offer assistance in citing both 
print and electronic materials <http://www.library.umw.edu/citesource.html>. 
 
Footnote or endnote examples are not included in this list.  As the MLA Handbook points out in 
chapter 5, section 5.1:  “In MLA documentation style, you acknowledge your sources by keying 
brief parenthetical citations in your text to an alphabetical list of works that appears at the end of 
the paper.”  Using the first reference below on page 2 as an illustration, if your research paper 
included material from page 24 of Bessie Rayner Belloc’s "The Ballad of the King's Daughter,” 
you would document this source in your text with the citation “(Belloc 24).” 
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Online Books and Parts of Books 
 
Belloc, Bessie Rayner.  "The Ballad of the King's Daughter."  Ballads and Songs.  London:  Bell 

and Daldy, 1863.  Victorian Women Writers Project.  Ed. Perry Willett.  Jan. 1999.  
Indiana U.  31 Oct. 2002 <http://www.indiana.edu/~letrs/vwwp/belloc/belloc-
ballads.html#p22>. 

 
Cather, Willa.  One of Ours.  New York, Knopf, 1922.  Bartleby.com:  Great Books Online.  

Pres. Steven H. van Leeuwen.  Apr. 2000.  1 Nov. 2002 <http://www.bartleby.com/1006/>. 
 
Hawthorne, Nathaniel.  Twice-Told Tales.  Boston, American Stationers Co., 1837.  Electronic 

Text Center.  Acting Dir. Mike Fulough.  Apr. 1997.  Alderman Lib., U of Virginia.  1 
Nov. 2002 <http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/etcbin/toccer-
eafpublic?id=eaf120.xml&tag=public&data=/texts/eaf&part=0>. 

 
Jones, James T.  Jack Kerouac's Duluoz Legend:  The Mythic Form of an Autobiographical 

Fiction.  Carbondale, Southern Illinois University Press, 1999.  netLibrary.  29 Oct. 2002 
<http://emedia.netlibrary.com/reader/reader.asp?product_id=11596>. 

 
 

Magazine Articles from Web Sites 
 
Allen, Frederick E.  "Behind the Cutting Edge."  American Heritage May-June 2000.  15 Oct. 

2001 <http://www.americanheritage.com/AMHER/2000/03/cutedge.shtml>. 
 
Bell-Hughes, Beverley.  "Oxford Ordeals."  Claywork:  The Magazine of the North Wale Potters 

Spring 2000.  21 Sept. 2002 <http://www.northwalespotters.co.uk/spring2000/oxford.htm>. 
 
Dowie, Anne.  "Mediterranean Reverie."  Wanderlust:  Travel with a Passion 29 Mar. 1999.  8 

Aug. 2002 <http://www.salon.com/wlust/feature/1999/03/cov_28feature.html>. 
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McCoy, Ron.  "Navajo Weaving:  Magic from the Sky Loom, Woven from Mythic Memory and 
History."  Cowboys & Indians:  The Premier Magazine of the West Nov. 2001.  8 Oct. 
2002 <http://www.cowboysindians.com/articles/archives/1101/1101fr2.html>. 

 
 

Magazine Articles from Limited-Access Databases 
 
Holly, Tricia A.  “Packing Them In:  Selling Travel-Related Merchandise Such As Luggage Can 

Attract More Clients and Generate More Sales.”  Travel Agent 27 May 2002: 32.  
Factiva.  Dow Jones & Reuters.  Univ. of Mary Washington Lib., Fredericksburg.  11 
July 2004 <http://www.factiva.com/>. 

 
Oldham, Scott.  "Louisville Slugger."  Popular Mechanics Sept. 1999: 66.  InfoTrac OneFile.  

Gale Group Databases.  Univ. of Mary Washington Lib., Fredericksburg.  14 July 2004 
<http://www.infotrac.galegroup.com>. 

 
Williams, Sherry J.  “Five Faces of Discrimination.”  Minority Business Entrepreneur 31 Oct. 

2001: 48+.  Ethnic NewsWatch.  ProQuest.  Univ. of Mary Washington Lib., 
Fredericksburg.  10 July 2004 <http://enw.softlineweb.com/>. 

 
 

Journal Articles from Web Sites 
 
Davis, Michael.  "Do the Professional Ethics of Chemists and Engineers Differ?"  Hyle:  

International Journal for Philosophy and Chemistry 8.1 (2002): 21-34.  3 Aug. 2002 
<http://www.hyle.org/journal/issues/8-1/davis.htm>. 
 

Dulles, Avery Cardinal.  "Religious Freedom:  Innovation and Development."  First Things:  The 
Journal of Religion and Public Life 118 (2001).  5 Oct. 2002 
<http://www.firstthings.com/ftissues/ft0112/articles/dulles.html>. 

 
West, David.  "Speculative Historicism."  Histos:  The Electronic Journal of Ancient 

Historiography 4 (2000).  20 Sept. 2002 
<http://www.dur.ac.uk/Classics/histos/2000/west.html>. 

 
 

Journal Articles from Limited-Access Databases 
 
Gantz, Jeffrey.  "Clandestine Schooling and Education Among Jews During the Holocaust."  

Journal of Curriculum and Supervision 16.1 (2000): 48-69.  Education Full Text.  
WilsonWeb.  Univ. of Mary Washington Lib., Fredericksburg.  5 July 2004 
<http://hwwilsonweb.com/>. 

 
Huey, Laura.  "Policing the Abstract:  Some Observations on Policing Cyberspace."  Canadian 

Journal of Criminology 44.3 (2002): 243-54.  Expanded Academic ASAP.  Gale Group 
Databases.  Univ. of Mary Washington Lib., Fredericksburg.  2 July 2004  
<http://www.infotrac.galegroup.com>. 
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Kurant, Wendy.  “The Power of Love:  The Education of a Domestic Woman in Mary Boykin 
Chesnut's Two Years."  Southern Literary Journal 34.2 (2002): 14-29.  Factiva.  Dow 
Jones & Reuters.  Univ. of Mary Washington Lib., Fredericksburg.  2 July 2004 
<http://www.factiva.com/>. 

 
Lubenau, Joel O., and Daniel J. Strom.  "Safety and Security of Radiation Sources in the 

Aftermath of 11 Sept. 2001."  Health Physics:  The Radiation Safety Journal  83.2 
(2002): 155-164.  Journals@Ovid Full Text.  Ovid Technologies.  Univ. of Mary 
Washington Lib., Fredericksburg.  2 July 2004 <http://www. Ovid.com>. 

 
Peach, Lucinda J.  "Women at War:  The Ethics of Women in Combat."  Minerva:  Quarterly 

Report on Women and the Military 12.4 (1994).   GenderWatch.  ProQuest.  Univ. of 
Mary Washington Lib., Fredericksburg.  12 July 2004 <http://gw.softlineweb.com/>. 

 
 

Newspaper Articles from Web Sites 
 
Arave, Lynn.  "Church-State Issues Keep the ACLU Busy."  Deseret News [Salt Lake City] 10 

Aug. 2002.  19 Oct. 2002 < http://deseretnews.com/dn/view/0,1249,405023306,00.html>. 
 
Morse, Rob.  "Giant Burgers Are This Season's Tastiest Meat."  San Francisco Chronicle 18 

Oct. 2002.  23 Oct. 2002 <http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?file=/chronicle/archive/2002/10/18/MN229906.DTL>. 

 
Strobel, Jennifer.  "Walking Together Forever."  Free Lance-Star [Fredericksburg, VA] 7 July 

2002.  15 Oct. 2002 
<http://www.fredericksburg.com/News/FLS/2002/072002/07072002/4446>. 

 
 

Newspaper Articles from Limited-Access Databases 
 
Clonmel, Chris Dooley. "Waste Incinerator Plan for Golden Vale Opposed."  Irish Times 

[Dublin] 18 June 2002: 2.  Factiva.  Dow Jones & Reuters.   Univ. of Mary Washington 
Lib., Fredericksburg.  9 July 2004 <http://www.factiva.com/>. 

 
Curry, George E.  “Moving Beyond Meaningless Celebrations.”  Miami Times 28 May 2002: A9.  

Ethnic NewsWatch.  ProQuest.  Univ. of Mary Washington Lib., Fredericksburg.  11 July 
2004 <http://enw.softlineweb.com/>. 

 
Shipley, Sara.  "Homely Missouri Cave Fish Is Candidate for Protection of Endangered Species 

Act."  St. Louis Post-Dispatch 16 June 2002: C9.  LexisNexis Academic.  Reed Elsevier.  
Univ. of Mary Washington Lib., Fredericksburg.  12 July 2004 <http://web.lexis-
nexis.com/universe/>. 

 
 



 5

Book Reviews from Web Sites 
 
Romer, F. E.  Rev. of Art and Archaeology of Rome:  From Ancient Times to the Baroque, by 

Andrea Augenti.  Bryn Mawr Classical Review 3.5 (2001).  23 Oct. 2002 
<http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/bmcr/2001/2001-03-05.html>. 

 
 

Book Reviews from Limited-Access Databases 
 
Gruenwald, Kim M.  Rev. of Founding Brothers:  The Revolutionary Generation, by Joseph J. 

Ellis.  Journal of Southern History 68.2 (2002): 440-41.  Expanded Academic ASAP.  
Gale Group Databases.  Univ. of Mary Washington Lib., Fredericksburg.  2 July 2004 
<http://www.infotrac.galegroup.com>. 

 
 

Professional or Personal Web Sites 
 
Bales, Richard F.  Did the Cow Do It?:  A New Look at the Cause of the Great Chicago Fire.  21 

Nov. 2001.  9 Aug. 2002 <http://www.thechicagofire.com/>. 
 
Newstrom, Scott.  Willa Cather Home Page.  5 Mar. 2002.  12 Sept. 2002  

<http://icg.harvard.edu/~cather/home.html>. 
 
Padgett, John B.  Padge's Place on the Web:  John B. Padgett's Home Page.  29 July 2002.  8 

Oct. 2002 <http://www.mcsr.olemiss.edu/~egjbp/index.html>. 
 
The Wars for Vietnam:  1945-1975.  16 Aug. 1999.  Vassar College.  24 Oct. 2002 

<http://vietnam.vassar.edu/index.html>. 
 
 

Scholarly Projects or Information Databases 
 

The Database of Award-Winning Children's Literature.  Ed. Lisa R. Bartle.  20 Apr. 2002.  26 
June 2002 <http://www.dawcl.com>.  

 
Literary Resources on the Net.  Ed. Jack Lynch.  9 Mar. 2002.  Dept. of English, Rutgers Univ. 

at Newark.  27 June 2002 <http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/Lit/>. 
 
 

Documents Within Scholarly Projects or Information Databases 
 
Chapman, C. Stuart.  "Shelby Foote."  Mississippi Writers Page.  Ed. John Padgett.  13 Feb. 

2002.  Univ. of Miss. English Dept.  30 Oct. 2002 
<http://www.olemiss.edu/mwp/dir/foote_shelby/index.html>. 
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Easterbrooks, Susan.  “Educating Children Who Are Deaf or Hard of Hearing:  Overview.” 
ERIC Digest #E549.  Aug. 1997.  ERIC.  Ovid Technologies.  Univ. of Mary Washington 
Lib., Fredericksburg.  2 July 2004 <http://www.Ovid.com>. 

 
Schulman, Carol Herrnstadt, The Tenure Debate.  ERIC Report.  ED054391.  Washington, DC:  

ERIC Clearinghouse on Higher Education, 1971.  ERIC.  Ovid Technologies.  Univ. of 
Mary Washington Lib., Fredericksburg.  6 July 2004 <http//www.ovid.com>. 

 
Woodress, James.  “Willa Cather."  American Novelists, 1910-1945.  Vol. 9 of Dictionary of 

Literary Biography, 1981.  Literature Resource Center.  Gale Group Databases.   Univ. 
of Mary Washington Lib., Fredericksburg.  9 July 2004 <www.galegroup.com>. 

 
 

Newswires from Limited-Access Databases 
 
Coleman, Jennifer.  "State Program Will Pay Companies To Cut Power Use."  Associated Press 

Newswires 18 June 2002.  Factiva.  Dow Jones & Reuters.  Univ. of Mary Washington 
Lib., Fredericksburg.  9 July 2004 <http://www.factiva.com/>. 

 
"Environment Activists Arrested After Scaling Parliament House Flagpole."  Agence France 

Presse 20 Aug. 2002.  LexisNexis Academic.  Reed Elsevier.  Univ. of Mary Washington 
Lib., Fredericksburg.  2 July 2004 <http://web.lexis-nexis.com/universe/>. 

 
 

Transcripts from Limited-Access Databases 
 
Adams, Noah, and Linda Wertheimer.  "College Students Discuss Their Perspectives of Life 

After Sept. 11th."  All Things Considered.  National Public Radio.  27 Sept. 2001.  
Transcript.  LexisNexis Academic.  Reed Elsevier.  Univ. of Mary Washington Lib., 
Fredericksburg.  1 July 2004 <http://web.lexis-nexis.com/universe/>. 

 
 

Court Cases from Web Sites 
 
Miranda v. Arizona.  384 US 436.  US Supreme Ct.  1966.  FindLaw.  27 Oct. 2002 

<http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?court=us&vol=384&invol=436>. 
 
 

Court Cases from Limited-Access Databases 
 
West v. Gibson.  527 US 212.  US Supreme Ct.  1999.  LexisNexis Academic.  Reed Elsevier.  

Univ. of Mary Washington Lib., Fredericksburg.  2 July 2004 <http://web.lexis-
nexis.com/universe/>. 
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Email Communications 
 
Bailey, Flora G.  Email to the author.  7 Feb. 2002. 
 
Marsden, Walter T. "Question about Eudora Welty short story."  Email to Sarah White.  23 June 

2002. 
 
 

Discussion Lists and Newsgroups 
 
Butterfield, Roger.  "Causes of Sinking."  Online posting.  10 Mar. 2001.  Titanic-Discuss 

Mailing List. 11 Mar. 2001 <titanic@listbox.com>. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jack Bales 
jbales@umw.edu 
University of Mary Washington Library 
13 July 2004 
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